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Remarks aof Charles Van Heuveln e Juner 21, 1972

It's time for all physically impaired people to stick up for their

rights and be counted‘for and to be recognized as first class citizens,

First of all we are péqple and want to be treated as people. As
physically handibapped people we should already have the same rights
as anyone else, but in some areas we are denied. these rights., This is
why we are here‘today. We are proposing,that this committee recommend
to the Governar and the legislatufa that no person shall be denied
equal protection of the laws or discriminated against becauge of phys-
ical disability. This should appear as part of a provision guaranteeing

equal rights to everyone no matter of race, color, creed, national ori-

gin, religious opinion,'sex,'physical'or mental handicap. It is not
only time for physically impaired people to stick up for their rights
but for the state of Minnesota to recognize these rights.

The term handicap has several different meanings, but when we

'speak of the physically disabled, Representative Charles Vanik of Chig
uses the definition which states "the handicapped are that percentage

of the civilian population experiencing one ar more chronic diseases

or impairments over a 24-month period." He uses this definition in
~support of his bill to amend the 1964 Civil Rights Act to include

physical disability. Forty million Americans fit this definition.
Twenty~two million people have a physically disabling condition severe
enaugh to interfers with their major daily activity. £ach year '
100,000 babies are born with defects that will force them to use crutches,

braces or wheelchairs all of their lives.

To guarantee that discrimination ends,Ait is necessary‘for the
Minnesota state constitution to recognize specifically our egqual rights.
We want to be éble to stress our abilities rather than our dis-

abilities. However under the present legal structure, this is seldom
possible. » : ‘ :



All that we ars asking For is sumethlng very simple and that is

: equal access to our society.

“ Although there are many areas‘whera we are discriminated against

time permits us only to touch on a few. We have spent many hours pre- .
paring for this hearing so although seven of us will be presentlng tas—

timony, others of us are open to questlons.

I will speak briafly on some of the areas in which we are dlscrlm— :

: inated agalnst Dther ma jor areas will be covered by the other witmesses.

In the area of public education, according to the figures abtained
by Repressntative Vanik of Ohio from the U.S. Department- of Education

.during the school year of 1971-72 Minnesota had‘52,2&2 children with

mental, physical or emotional disabilities who were between the ages
of 0 and 21 who were not served..:Because of architectural harriers>
students with no mental handicap are reqguired to be bussed to schools
cutsida dﬁ their home area because few schools are equipped to handla‘
wheelchairs and crutches. Programs within schools need to bé updated

and increased. Also counseling needs to become more reaListic.

-

An area thétAnon-phySically handicapped peopls take for granted
is signatures. For the person with a physical handicap who is unable
to sign his or her name sxcept with an "X" there should be some type of

~legal stamp instead of trying to flnd two witnesses every time they

have to sign a paper. This process makes it almost imp9531bla for us

to have anything like a checking acpount.

If a person has financial support of any kind it is difficult.Fdr
him to be eligible for Aid to the Disabled. I think that the handibapped a

" person who-is over the age of 21 and unable to work should be entitled

to Aid to the Disabled no matter of hisior her parents' Finqncial'status.

Insurance of all kinds is one of the most discriminatory areas for
all handicapped. Howevar, it is also ane of the hardest areas to find
hard and set policiess., There are many axamples of where it has been’
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very difficult if not -impossible to obtain ‘insurance.

Ed

This qiscrimination.mehtioned in these areas is not new. 'Houever,

most people are unfamiliar with them because the physically handicapped
persan has:fau»plages to turn for adequate legal assiatance. - Presently
the 5t. Paul Human Rights Commissian_and the State Human Righte Depért-*
ment say that they cannot handle thess pfoblems because the enabling
legislation does not include physical disability as one of the dis-
criminated against categories. ‘ o

Mr, Peter Benzian will speak about the legal-éspepts of such a,

_pravision.




